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chiefly in connection with the text. Their function is to illustrate the 
author's statement of principles, and they are not intended in any sense 
to be used as a basis of study by means of the "case system." 

G. W. P. 
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The O'Neil Case Again. 1 

Not the least shocking part of the decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States in the case of O'Neil v. Vermont is the refusal of the 
Court to decide whether the punishment inflicted on the defendant was 
cruel and unusual, basing the refusal on the ground that there were not 
enough exceptions taken in the trial court, and because enough errors 
had not been assigned to raise that question. To a man on the way to 
prison for more than fifty-four years for selling liquor with a license, 
and shipping it into another State, there does not seem to be much con- 
solation in being told that the mistake of his counsel is the reason his 
appeal for justice has not been heard. It was to save suitors from the 
consequence of such mistakes that the rules of the Supreme Court pro- 

1 See Editorial Notes and Communication of " Sentinel," in Septem- 
ber issue (1892) of this periodical. — [Ed.] 



